
O’NEIL CANNON WELCOMES ATTORNEY GERON
EATHERLY

O’Neil Cannon is pleased to announce that Geron Eatherly, a cum laude graduate of the
University of Wisconsin Law School, has joined the firm’s Litigation Practice Group. Eatherly
assists clients with business and commercial litigation, appellate matters, dispute resolution,
and government and regulatory issues. Before joining O’Neil Cannon, he externed with the
Wisconsin Department of Justice’s Criminal Appeals Unit, and gained additional experience in
public policy, constituent services, and legal research and writing.

O’Neil Cannon, founded in Milwaukee in 1973, is a full-service law firm focused on meeting
the diverse legal needs of businesses and their owners. Our experienced attorneys work with
businesses at every stage of the business life cycle, helping them start, grow, and
successfully transition. We also represent businesses and individuals in a wide range of other
matters, including litigation, tax and estate planning, and family law. For more information
about the services we provide, please visit our website.

19 O’NEIL CANNON LAWYERS SELECTED AS
2027 BEST LAWYERS; ANOTHER 3 NAMED BEST
LAWYERS: ONES TO WATCH

We are pleased to announce that 19 of our lawyers have been included in the 2027 Edition
of The Best Lawyers in America, and an additional three have been selected as 2027 Best
Lawyers: Ones to Watch.

The following are the O’Neil Cannon lawyers named to the 2027 lists:

Best Lawyers in America

Doug Dehler – Litigation – Insurance
Jim DeJong – Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law, and Securities / Capital
Markets Law
Seth Dizard – Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law and Litigation – Bankruptcy
Pete Faust – Corporate Law and Mergers and Acquisitions Law
John Gehringer – Commercial Litigation, Construction Law, Corporate Law, and Real
Estate Law
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Joseph Gumina – Employment Law – Management and Litigation – Labor and
Employment
Dennis Hollman – Corporate Law and Trusts and Estates
Grant Killoran – Commercial Litigation and Litigation – Health Care
JB Koenings – Corporate Law
Dean Laing – Commercial Litigation, Personal Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs, and Product
Liability Litigation – Defendants
Greg Lyons – Commercial Litigation and Litigation – Insurance
Patrick McBride – Commercial Litigation
Joe Newbold – Commercial Litigation, Litigation – Real Estate, and Personal Injury
Litigation – Plaintiffs
Chad Richter – Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships) and Corporate
Law
John Schreiber – Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law and Litigation – Bankruptcy
Jason Scoby – Banking and Finance Law, Business Organizations (including LLCs and
Partnerships), and Corporate Law
Steve Slawinski – Construction Law
Karen Tidwall – Commercial Litigation and Litigation – Trusts and Estates
Christa Wittenberg – Commercial Litigation

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch

Maura Falk – Trusts and Estates and Litigation – Trusts and Estates
Jessica Haskell – Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law
John “Jack” McNally – Litigation – Construction, Litigation – Real Estate, and Trusts and
Estates

About Best Lawyers

Best Lawyers has published its list for over three decades, earning the respect of the
profession, the media, and the public as the most reliable, unbiased source of legal referrals.

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch recognizes associates and other lawyers who are earlier in their
careers for their outstanding professional excellence in private practice in the United States.

Lawyers on The Best Lawyers in America and Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch lists are divided
by geographic region and practice areas. They are reviewed by their peers on the basis of
professional expertise, and they undergo an authentication process to make sure they are in
current practice and in good standing.
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O’NEIL CANNON SOFTBALL TEAM WRAPS UP
ANOTHER GREAT SEASON

The O’Neil Cannon softball team closed out its 2026 season after another summer of
competition, camaraderie, and plenty of memorable moments.

This year’s roster brought together attorneys and staff from across the firm, including several
first-time players who quickly became part of the team. From big hits and standout defensive
plays to close games and comeback efforts, every player contributed throughout the season.

Just as important as what happened on the field was what happened off it. The softball
season provided an opportunity for colleagues to connect outside the office, build new
relationships, and enjoy time together throughout the summer. Family members, friends, and
coworkers also showed up week after week to cheer on the team, creating a fun and
supportive atmosphere at every game.

A special thank you to everyone who played, coached, volunteered, and supported the team
this season. We also appreciate the firm’s leadership for helping make another successful
season possible.

We’re already looking forward to next year.
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O’NEIL CANNON WELCOMES ATTORNEYS
SYDNEY KOJIS AND RACHEL SWEET

O’Neil Cannon is pleased to welcome attorneys Sydney Kojis and Rachel Sweet to the firm.

Sydney Kojis joins O’Neil Cannon after earning her J.D., cum laude, from Marquette University
Law School. While at Marquette, Kojis served as Comment Editor of the Marquette Law
Review, participated in the Marquette Moot Court Association, earned Dean’s List honors, and
was inducted into the Marquette Law School Pro Bono Society. Prior to joining the firm, Kojis
gained valuable investigative experience in the public sector with the Wisconsin Department
of Justice in Madison.

Rachel Sweet earned her J.D., cum laude, from Marquette University Law School. During law
school, she served as an editor of the Marquette Law Review, was a semifinalist in the Jenkins
Honors Moot Court Competition, and worked as a research assistant. Sweet also worked as a
paralegal for five years, giving her unique, behind-the-scenes insight into how the legal
system works. In addition to her academic and professional achievements, Sweet is actively
involved in the legal community through mentoring, pro bono service, and volunteer
initiatives that support aspiring legal professionals and individuals in need of legal assistance.

O’Neil Cannon, founded in Milwaukee in 1973, is a full-service law firm focused on meeting
the diverse legal needs of businesses and their owners. Our experienced attorneys work with
businesses at every stage of the business life cycle, helping them start, grow, and
successfully transition. We also represent businesses and individuals in a wide range of other
matters, including litigation, tax and estate planning, and family law. For more information
about the services we provide, please visit our website.

O’NEIL CANNON ATTORNEYS RECOGNIZED IN
WISCONSIN LEGAL 250

O’Neil Cannon is proud to announce that attorneys Jim DeJong, Jason Scoby, Steve Slawinski,
and John Gehringer have been recognized in the Wisconsin Legal 250, a premier honor
presented by the Wisconsin Law Journal. The Wisconsin Legal 250 recognizes many of the
state’s most influential and accomplished attorneys.

Selected by the Wisconsin Law Journal editorial team, honorees are recognized for sustained
professional success, their ability to adapt to evolving client needs and legal developments,
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strong leadership within the legal profession, and meaningful community engagement.

For more information, view the Wisconsin Legal 250 honorees and visit O’Neil Cannon.

O’NEIL CANNON WELCOMES ATTORNEY JACK
MCNALLY

O’Neil Cannon is pleased to announce that John “Jack” McNally has joined the firm as a
member of its Litigation and Trust, Estates and Succession Planning Practice Groups. McNally
concentrates his practice on probate and trust litigation, representing individuals, families,
and businesses in disputes involving estates, fiduciary obligations, and commercial matters.
Prior to joining the firm, McNally served as an Assistant City Attorney for the City of
Milwaukee, where he handled business licensing litigation and defended claims against the
city. His background in public service brings practical courtroom experience and a well-
developed understanding of regulatory and municipal issues.

O’Neil Cannon, founded in Milwaukee in 1973, is a full-service law firm focused on meeting
the diverse legal needs of businesses and their owners. Our experienced attorneys work with
businesses at every stage of the business life cycle, helping them start, grow, and
successfully transition. We also represent businesses and individuals in a wide range of other
matters, including litigation, tax and estate planning, and family law. For more information
about the services we provide, please visit our website.

THE WILAW QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

Newsletter Article Highlights:

Spring Cleaning for Your Business: Consider Your Document Retention Practices
Get Your I-9s in Order
Wisconsin Incentivizes “Closing Credits” by Opening New Tax Credits for Filmmakers
College Athletics Are A-Changing

Firm News:

O’Neil Cannon Adds Four Shareholders
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Grant Killoran Elected Wisconsin State Bar Delegate to the American Bar Association
O’Neil Cannon Attorneys Recognized as Benchmark Litigation Stars
Attorney Greg Lyons Recognized as a 2025 Notable Litigator and Trial Attorney by
BizTimes Milwaukee

Click the image below to read more.

 

FORMER O’NEIL CANNON ATTORNEYS DEVOTED
TO PUBLIC SERVICE

A number of former O’Neil Cannon attorneys have devoted a substantial portion of their
professional careers to public service after leaving the firm. Those attorneys include the
following:

Honorable Thomas Barrett. The Honorable Thomas Barrett served in the Wisconsin State
Assembly from 1984 to 1989, the Wisconsin Senate from 1989 to 1993, and the U.S. House of
Representatives from 1993 to 2003. In 2004, Barrett became mayor of the City of Milwaukee
and remained in that position until 2021, following which he was appointed by the President
of the United States to serve as the U.S. Ambassador to Luxembourg from 2022 to 2025.
Barrett joined O’Neil Cannon after clerking for a federal judge following graduation from law
school and practiced on the Litigation Team.

Justice Annette Ziegler. Justice Annette Ziegler served as a judge of the Washington
County Circuit Court from 1997 to 2007 and has served as a justice of the Wisconsin
Supreme Court from 2007 to the present. She served as the Chief Justice of the Wisconsin
Supreme Court from 2021 to 2025. Justice Ziegler joined O’Neil Cannon following graduation
from law school and practiced on the Litigation Team.
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Honorable David Borowski. The Honorable David Borowski has served as a judge of the
Milwaukee County Circuit Court since 2003. Judge Borowski joined O’Neil Cannon following
graduation from law school and practiced on the Litigation Team.

Honorable Laura Lavey. The Honorable Laura Lavey has served as a judge of the Fond du
Lac County Circuit Court since 2022. Judge Lavey joined O’Neil Cannon following graduation
from law school and practiced on the Litigation Team.

O’Neil Cannon congratulates these four esteemed former colleagues and thanks them for all
of their years of public service. O’Neil Cannon is proud to call them alumni of the firm.

WISCONSIN INCENTIVIZES “CLOSING CREDITS”
BY OPENING NEW TAX CREDITS FOR
FILMMAKERS

A significant development to Wisconsin’s economic and cultural policy is now underway, as
Governor Tony Evers announced on February 17, 2026, the launch of the state’s new film
production tax credit program and the establishment of a dedicated state film office. As part
of the 2025-27 biennial budget, the state authorized up to $5 million in annual tax credits
designed to incentivize film, television, documentary, and related production activity within
Wisconsin. The program, administered by Film Wisconsin under the Department of Tourism,
marks Wisconsin’s return to offering competitive production incentives after a fifteen-year
period in which the state has gone without a comprehensive tax-incentive program for media
production, aligning the state more closely with regional peers, such as Illinois and
Minnesota, that actively court creative industry investment by offering related tax credits.

Eligible projects must meet defined minimum spending thresholds to qualify for the tax
credit—typically $100,000 for productions of 30 minutes or longer and $50,000 for shorter
works. Eligible costs for the credit include in-state wages for cast and crew, accommodations
and lodging, set construction and operations, rental or purchase of equipment and facilities,
location fees, and other production-related goods and services. Credits are capped at $1
million per project annually, and Film Wisconsin will review applications monthly, providing a
structured and transparent process for applicants. The credit is retroactive to qualifying
expenditures beginning January 1, 2026, meaning that early-year investments may still be
eligible for relief.

The film tax credit reflects a targeted economic development approach that leverages tax
incentives to stimulate job creation, local hiring, and spending in Wisconsin’s service and
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supplier ecosystem. By formalizing eligibility criteria, administrative oversight, and annual
caps, the program seeks to balance fiscal stewardship with industry competitiveness. For
production stakeholders, understanding the compliance requirements is essential for
maximizing the benefits of the program. As the initiative unfolds in 2026 and beyond, the film
tax credit could become a cornerstone of Wisconsin’s broader strategy to enhance its
creative economy and attract an expanded slate of production activity.

The legal implications extend beyond eligibility analysis. Structuring considerations may
include entity formation, allocation of credits in pass-through entities, transferability
mechanics, and coordination with other state or federal incentives. Additionally, the program
may require contractual provisions addressing credit risk allocation, clawback exposure, audit
rights, and representations concerning local hiring and spending thresholds, all of which
should be evaluated by counsel. As rulemaking and administrative guidance evolve, ongoing
monitoring will be essential to ensure the available incentives are maximized while
maintaining full statutory and regulatory compliance.

O’NEIL CANNON ADDS FOUR SHAREHOLDERS

O’Neil Cannon is pleased to announce that Christina Ruud, Cate Heerey, Nancy Wilson, and
Max Stephenson were elected as shareholders of the firm.

Each attorney has built a strong practice within their respective areas. Ruud advises clients
on commercial real estate transactions and development matters. Heerey counsels
businesses and owners on a range of corporate and transactional issues. Wilson focuses on
tax and estate planning for individuals, families, and business owners. Stephenson represents
clients in family law matters, advising individuals and families on a range of domestic
relations issues.

Please join us in congratulating them on this well-deserved achievement.
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