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ATTORNEYS PETE FAUST AND JASON SCOBY
RECENTLY QUOTED IN THE BUSINESS JOURNAL

Attorneys Pete Faust and Jason Scoby were recently quoted in the Business Journal in an
article about advising their clients on the Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program and
the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). The Business Journal article,  addressed how funds

https://www.wilaw.com/the-wilaw-quarterly-newsletter/
https://conta.cc/2SELyiY
https://conta.cc/2GMj00K
https://www.wilaw.com/attorneys-pete-faust-and-jason-scoby-recently-quoted-in-the-business-journal/
https://www.wilaw.com/attorneys-pete-faust-and-jason-scoby-recently-quoted-in-the-business-journal/
https://www.wilaw.com/attorneys/peter-j-faust/
https://www.wilaw.com/attorneys/jason-r-scoby/


should be applied and documented, and the options available to those who did not receive
funds in the initial round. O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong and Laing remains open and ready
to help you. For questions or further information relating to the PPP and EIDL programs,
please speak to your regular OCHDL contact.

The full article titled “Top tips for Milwaukee-area businesses that received PPP funds, and
businesses that didn’t” was published on April 23, 2020 in the Business Journal.

EMPLOYMENT LAWSCENE ALERT: CARES ACT
PROVIDES EMPLOYERS A TEMPORARY WINDOW
TO ASSIST EMPLOYEES BY MAKING TAX-FREE
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS

For the period from March 27, 2020 through December 31, 2020, the CARES Act permits
employers to pay directly, or to reimburse employees for, up to $5,250 of qualifying
employee student loan payments.

Like many CARES Act provisions, this new opportunity results from an expansion of an
existing law or program. In this case, the ability for an employer to assist employees with
student loan payments arises from an amendment to Internal Revenue Code Section 127,
which governs Educational Assistance Programs (EAPs). Qualifying payments made as a
fringe benefit under an EAP are excluded from the employee’s income and are deductible to
the employer.

The $5,250 limit is the amount that employers are currently permitted to contribute, tax-free,
for tuition assistance under an EAP. Through the end of this calendar year, it is also the
combined limit for student loan repayment assistance and any other education-assistance
payments that an employee may receive.

Essential business employers seeking ways to reward or retain employees during the
pandemic should consider whether tax-free payment of student loan debts would meet
payroll and employee-acknowledgment objectives. If your company currently sponsors an
EAP, student loan payments may now be made under the current EAP document. Companies
wishing to newly implement an EAP in order to take advantage of this tax-favored student
loan repayment assistance opportunity can do so by properly adopting a written plan
document satisfying IRS content requirements.
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Existing Educational Assistance Program Requirements

The existing tax code EAP rules remain in effect. To qualify for tax (and payroll tax) exclusion
under Internal Revenue Code Section 127, an EAP must:

provide benefits exclusively to employees of the employer;
provide only qualified educational assistance benefits (and only up to $5,250 per
employee);
be documented as a separate written program established by the employer and
disclosed to employees;
be funded solely by the employer;
not allow employees a choice between educational assistance benefits and cash (or
other taxable remuneration); and
not discriminate in favor of highly compensated employees ($130,000 in 2020) or
provide more than 5% of total benefits in any year to 5%-or-more owners.

Additional Detail

The student loan payments made under an EAP must relate to education of the employee,
not of their child or spouse. Employer payments may made be for principal or interest, but
employees are not permitted to deduct any interest payment made by employers. Where
appropriate, employers making student loan payments under an EAP may, therefore, wish for
such payments to be allocated only to principal so as to maximize the tax benefit to
employees.

Employers interested in providing tax-free student loan payment assistance to employees
should consider doing so, either by amending the operation of an existing, or by adopting a
new, EAP. Employers who may already be providing post-tax student loan payment
assistance to employees can now temporarily convert this form of compensation into a pre-
tax benefit, which will permissibly reduce both employee income taxes and employer payroll
tax expenses.

O’Neil Cannon remains open during this time and is here to help. We encourage you to reach
out with any questions, concerns, or legal issues you may have, including those related to
employee benefits and fringe benefits as impacted by COVID-19-related business changes or
legislation.

ATTORNEYS CHRISTA WITTENBERG AND GRANT
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KILLORAN FEATURED IN WISCONSIN LAWYER

An article by Attorneys Christa Wittenberg and Grant Killoran on constitutional law issues
relating to the current COVID-19 pandemic is featured as the cover story in the April edition
of the State Bar of Wisconsin publication Wisconsin Lawyer. In their article, they take an
informative and deep dive look into regulations and due process concerns relating to the
current public health emergency.

Read the full article here.

OCHDL SUPPORTS LOCAL TEENAGER IN FIGHT
AGAINST THE PANDEMIC

We are incredibly proud to financially support local Port Washington hero, 16-year-old William
“Billy” Schowalter, as he works diligently to create plastic face shields for medical
professionals, local police, and other service providers that work with the public. Billy, a son
of an OCHDL employee, is using his 3D printer to make personal protective equipment and
headpieces to help those on the front lines in the fight against COVID-19. Click here to read
more about Billy’s story and to be reminded that we are all in this together.

EMPLOYMENT LAWSCENE ALERT: ROADMAP
EMERGES FOR CLAIMING THREE TYPES OF
EMPLOYER TAX CREDITS ALLOWED UNDER
COVID-19 STIMULUS LAWS

Under a flurry of recent legislation, Congress has created several tax credits to reimburse
employers for paying certain types of wages during the COVID-19 outbreak in 2020. Until
now, the precise mechanism for claiming these tax credits has been unclear. With the March
30 IRS issuance of guidance and a draft version of Form 7200, however, the process by which
employers may realize the tax relief is coming into view.

With respect to tax credits for the cost of: (1) emergency paid sick leave; (2) expanded family
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medical leave; and (3) employee retention payments, we now know that eligible employers
can reduce the amount of employer payroll taxes otherwise required to be deposited with the
IRS. Specified payroll taxes can be reduced dollar-for-dollar by the amount of credit-eligible
wages paid. The reduction in employer payroll taxes will be reflected on the employer’s
quarterly payroll tax returns, using the appropriate form from the 941 series. To the extent
that the amount of the available tax credit exceeds the total amount of payroll tax deposits,
however, an employer may use Form 7200, entitled “Advance Payment of Employer Credits
Due to COVID-19,” to request expedited payment of the excess credit amount.

Emergency Paid Sick Leave and Expanded FMLA Leave

We have previously described the emergency paid sick leave and expanded family medical
leave required to be provided to qualifying employees between April 1, 2020 and December
31, 2020. These expanded types of leave were implemented by the Families First
Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), which also provided for employer tax credits to reimburse
employers for 100% of the cost of corresponding wages paid.

Employee Retention Credit

The newer employee retention credit (described in more detail here) is available to eligible
employers under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) and is
designed to encourage businesses to keep employees on their payrolls.

The amount of the refundable employee retention tax credit is 50% of up to $10,000 in
wages paid, per employee, between March 12, 2020 and December 31, 2020 by an eligible
employer whose business has been financially impacted by COVID-19. Some limits based
upon employer size apply to the number of employees for whom the credit may be claimed.
The class of employers eligible for the credit excludes state and local government employers,
as well as employers who take small business loans under the Paycheck Protection Program.

For purposes of the employee retention credit, an eligible employer of any size (including a
tax-exempt organization) will be deemed to have been financially impacted by COVID-19 if:

the employer’s business has been fully or partially suspended by government order due1.
to COVID-19 during a 2020 calendar quarter; and
the employer’s gross receipts are below 50% of the comparable quarter in 2019. Once2.
the employer’s gross receipts exceed 80% of a comparable quarter in 2019, then
eligibility for the credit is extinguished as of the immediately following quarter.

Note that while an employer is permitted to receive tax credits for emergency paid sick leave
and expanded family medical leave under the FFCRA, as well as for the CARES Act employee
retention payments, these tax credits cannot be applied to the same wages.
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STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR SMALL BUSINESSES AFFECTED BY THE
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

SBA to Provide Disaster Assistance Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by the
Coronavirus

As part of the Trump administration’s efforts to combat the coronavirus outbreak and
minimize economic disruption to the nation’s 30,000,000 small businesses, the U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA) is offering designated states and territories low-interest
federal disaster loans for working capital to small businesses suffering substantial economic
injury as a result of the coronavirus. Upon a request received from a state’s or territory’s
governor, the SBA may issue, as provided by the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response
Supplemental Appropriations Act that was recently signed by the President, an Economic
Injury Disaster Loan declaration.

On March 17, 2020, the SBA issued revised criteria for states and territories seeking an
Economic Injury Disaster Loan declaration related to the coronavirus. The relaxed criteria will
have two immediate impacts:

Faster, Easier Qualification Process for States and Territories Seeking SBA
Disaster Assistance. Historically, the SBA has required that any state or territory
affected by disaster provide documentation certifying that at least five small businesses
have suffered substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster, with at least one
business located in each declared county or parish. Under the just-released, revised
criteria, states or territories are only required to certify that at least five small
businesses within the state or territory have suffered substantial economic injury,
regardless of where those businesses are located.
Expanded, Statewide Access to SBA Disaster Assistance Loans for Small
Businesses. SBA disaster assistance loans are typically available only to small
businesses within counties identified as disaster areas by a governor. Under the revised
criteria issued today, disaster assistance loans will be available statewide after an
economic injury declaration. This will apply to current and future disaster assistance
declarations related to the coronavirus.

Any Economic Injury Disaster Loan declaration issued by the SBA makes loans available
statewide to small businesses and private, non-profit organizations to help alleviate
economic injury caused by the coronavirus. Once a declaration is made, the information on
the application process for Economic Injury Disaster Loans will be made available to affected
small businesses within the state. These loans must be used to pay fixed debts, payroll,
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accounts payable and other bills that can’t otherwise be paid because of the disaster’s
impact. The interest rate is 3.75% for small businesses without credit available elsewhere;
businesses with credit available elsewhere are not eligible. The interest rate for non-profit
organizations is 2.75%. The SBA offers loans with long-term repayment periods in order to
keep payments affordable, up to a maximum term of 30 years. Terms are determined on a
case-by-case basis, based upon each borrower’s ability to repay.

Governor Evers Seeks an Economic Injury Disaster Loan Declaration from the SBA
for Small Businesses Affected by the Coronavirus

On March 18, 2020, Governor Evers submitted a request to the SBA to declare the
coronavirus a disaster for the State of Wisconsin. If the SBA declares Wisconsin a disaster
area, the SBA will allow Wisconsin small businesses across the state to apply for SBA
Economic Injury Disaster Loans, which would offer up to $2,000,000 in assistance for each
affected small business. Governor Evers’s request to the SBA can be found here.

As of the date of this article, the SBA has declared the following disaster areas: Arizona,
California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Idaho, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota,
Oregon, Rhode Island, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, and Wyoming. The list continues to
grow and the areas eligible for SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans are continuously updated
here.

If Wisconsin is declared a coronavirus disaster area or if your small business is located in one
of the declared disaster areas, you can apply for an Economic Injury Disaster Loan through
the SBA here.

Wisconsin’s Small Business 20/20 Program

On March 17, 2020, the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation arranged for the
deployment of $5,000,000 in emergency funds to create the Small Business 20/20 Program in
order to help mitigate the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on small businesses in
Wisconsin. The purpose of the program is to ease the’ short-term cash flow challenges of
these small businesses, and to protect jobs and public health in Wisconsin. The Small
Business 20/20 Program provides funds to eligible Wisconsin-based Community Development
Financial Institutions (CDFIs) that can make grants available to existing loan clients in order
to mitigate the effects of the coronavirus pandemic. Eligible applicants for the Small Business
20/20 Program funds are Wisconsin CDFIs that have a minimum organizational loan portfolio
of at least $4,000,000, or a collaborative of CDFIs with a combined organizational loan
portfolio of at least $4,000,000. A list of Wisconsin’s 24 CDFIs can be found here.

Approved CDFIs and collaboratives will make program grants available to for-profit
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businesses that are loan recipients in good standing as of March 1, 2020 with the approved
CDFI or its collaborating CDFIs. These businesses must have 20 or fewer full-time or part-time
employees and greater than $0 but less than $2,000,000 in annual revenues. Preference for
these program grants will be given to service and retail businesses.

Businesses may be granted two months of payroll and rent expenses, up to a maximum of
$20,000. These funds must be used for rent and payroll expenses, including covering paid
leave (e.g., sick, family, and other leave related to the coronavirus) during the duration of the
funding period.

If you have questions relating to the SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans or the Wisconsin
Small Business 20/20 Program, please contact O’Neil Cannon

EMPLOYMENT LAWSCENE ALERT: IRS SAYS
REDUCED-COST OR FREE COVID-19 TESTING OR
TREATMENT WON’T PREVENT INDIVIDUALS
FROM MAKING OR RECEIVING HSA
CONTRIBUTIONS

In recent guidance, the IRS noted the “unprecedented public health emergency posed by
COVID-19” (the disease that results from the 2019 Novel Coronavirus), and the need to
remove potential administrative and financial barriers to COVID-19 testing and treatment
under the health savings account (HSA) rules.

Issued on March 11, 2020, IRS Notice 2020-15 responds to employer uncertainty as to
whether a health plan providing for reduced-cost COVID-19 testing—for individuals who have
not yet met their annual deductibles—remains an HSA-compatible high-deductible health
plan (HDHP).

That uncertainty arose from the recent wave of insurer and state announcements of the
waiver of out-of-pocket costs for COVID-19 testing (and, in some cases, for treatment). Cost-
sharing waivers apply, as of this writing, in at least 32 states, including for most, but not all,
insurers in Wisconsin. Insurers have agreed to waive cost sharing due, variously, to voluntary
agreements by major insurers, state mandates, or state-insurer agreements.

No-cost COVID-19 testing will be required by all private health plans now that President
Trump has signed the Families First Coronavirus Response Act.
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HSA-Compatible Coverage, Generally

As we described in a prior post, an HSA is a tax-favored account established to receive
contributions from an employee, an employer, or both.

To be eligible to make (or receive) HSA contributions, an individual must be covered only
under the HDHP and my not have any other coverage (including reduced-cost services),
unless such other coverage is expressly permitted by the IRS.

Certain “preventive care” services are specifically permitted and are not considered to
constitute “other” health coverage that would disqualify an individual from HSA eligibility. In
July of 2019, the IRS expanded the list of “preventive care” to include fourteen additional
items and services intended to prevent the worsening of certain chronic medical conditions.

HSA-Compatible Coverage Now Includes Coronavirus-related Services

The result of the newly-issued IRS Notice 2020-15 is that an individual who is covered by an
HDHP will not lose eligibility to make (or receive) tax-favored HSA contributions merely
because the HDHP permits pre-deductible COVID-19 testing and treatment with reduced (or
no) employee cost-sharing. HSA-eligible individuals may continue to contribute to an HSA
regardless of whether the HDHP offers, or the individual receives, a reduced-cost or no-cost
COVID-19 test or treatment.

Be Aware That:

As in the past, any vaccination costs continue to count as preventive care and can paid
for by the plan at any time during the year, without regard to whether the deductible
has been met.
As recently confirmed by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid, the costs of certain
COVID-19 treatments and services, including testing, isolation, quarantine, and
vaccination, are generally covered as essential healthcare benefits under Affordable
Care Act rules for individual and small group health plans.
Self-funded group health plans are not required to waive COVID-19 cost-sharing under
the state mandates or insurer agreements (but are impacted under the federal Families
First Coronavirus Response Act).

The text of the IRS Notice is available here.

The attorneys of the Labor and Employment Group of O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong and
Laing are actively monitoring COVID-19 developments and are available to assist employers
with related employment law and employee benefit plan compliance matters.
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18 OCHDL ATTORNEYS RECOGNIZED BY SUPER
LAWYERS

Each year, Super Lawyers surveys the State of Wisconsin’s 25,000 attorneys and judges,
seeking the State’s top attorneys. Super Lawyers then selects the Top 10 Attorneys in
Wisconsin, Top 50 Attorneys in Wisconsin, Top 25 Attorneys in Milwaukee, and Super Lawyers
(consisting of the top 5% of attorneys in Wisconsin).

The 2019 lists were published by Super Lawyers in December 2019, and include the following
attorneys from O’Neil Cannon:

Dean P. Laing:
Top 10 Attorneys in Wisconsin (Ranked #2)
Top 50 Attorneys in Wisconsin
Top 25 Attorneys in Milwaukee
Super Lawyer

Seth E. Dizard:
Top 50 Attorneys in Wisconsin
Top 25 Attorneys in Milwaukee
Super Lawyer

Douglas P. Dehler: Super Lawyer
James G. DeJong: Super Lawyer
Peter J. Faust: Super Lawyer
John G. Gehringer: Super Lawyer
Joseph E. Gumina: Super Lawyer
Gregory W. Lyons: Super Lawyer
Patrick G. McBride: Super Lawyer
Joseph D. Newbold: Super Lawyer
Chad J. Richter: Super Lawyer
John R. Schreiber: Super Lawyer
Jason R. Scoby: Super Lawyer
Steven J. Slawinski: Super Lawyer

In addition, Erica N. Reib was selected by Super Lawyers as Rising Stars (a Rising Star must
be 40 years old or younger or in practice for 10 years or less).

In total, 18 attorneys of O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong and Laing were recognized by Super
Lawyers, which has called the firm “the Milwaukee mid-sized powerhouse.”

Super Lawyers is a national rating service that rates attorneys in all 50 states. The selection
process utilized by Super Lawyers is multi-phased and includes independent research, peer
nominations, and peer evaluations.
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TAX AND WEALTH ADVISOR ALERT: PRESIDENT
TRUMP’S BUDGET PROPOSAL EXTENDS THE
TCJA TAX CUTS

President Trump unveiled a budget proposal for the 2021 fiscal year. Of note, the income tax
and estate tax cuts provided in the Tax Cut and Jobs Act of 2017 which are scheduled to
expire on January 1, 2026, are being extended in this proposal to 2035. This includes the
increased estate tax exemption of $11 million per person, plus annual cost of living
increases. It remains to be seen how Congress will respond to this proposal.
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