
DEAN LAING SPEAKS AT SEMINAR

On November 29, 2018 Dean Laing spoke on the topic of “Procedural Issues in Litigation” at a
seminar presented by the State Bar of Wisconsin on “Trending Topics in Business Litigation
2018.” The panel consisted of some of the top civil litigators in Wisconsin, and the seminar
was very well attended. Mr. Laing spoke on various subjects, including the use of errata
sheets following depositions, sequestration of persons from depositions, and use of general
objections in discovery responses.

Mr. Laing has been a speaker at over 30 legal seminars, authored over 40 journal articles and
book chapters, and been involved as counsel in over 75 published/reported decisions. Over
the years, Mr. Laing has received numerous recognitions for his legal work, including being
selected four times as one of the “Top 10 Lawyers” in Wisconsin by Super Lawyers; three
times as “Lawyer of the Year in Wisconsin” by The Best Lawyers in America; and one time as
a “Leader in the Law” by the Wisconsin Law Journal.

Mr. Laing can be reached at 414-276-5000 or dean.laing@wilaw.com.

OCHDL EARNS RECERTIFICATION IN MERITAS

O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong and Laing S.C. has been awarded recertification in Meritas,
a global alliance of independent business law firms. O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong and
Laing S.C. joined Meritas in 2012 and, as a condition of its membership, is required to
successfully complete recertification every three years.

Meritas is the only law firm alliance with an established and comprehensive means of
monitoring the quality of its member firms—a process that saves clients time validating law
firm credentials and experience. Meritas membership is selective and by invitation only.
Firms are regularly assessed and recertified for the breadth of their practice expertise and
client satisfaction. The organization’s extensive due diligence process ensures that only firms
meeting the tenets of Meritas’ unique Quality Assurance Program are allowed to maintain
membership. Firm performance and quality feedback are reflected in a Satisfaction Index
score, which is made available online.

“We greatly appreciate the many benefits of being a  member of the Meritas network and
look forward to continuing our relationship with Meritas for years to come,” said Pete Faust, a
member of the Board of Directors at O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong and Laing
S.C. “Meritas’ Quality Assurance Program is not just valuable for our clients seeking legal
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expertise around the world; it also provides us with a framework to consistently monitor and
enhance the quality of our services.”

The recertification process includes exacting self-assessment, peer review by other law firms
and client feedback. It examines such factors as timeliness and quality of a firm’s client
service, professional conduct and adherence to Meritas policies including acknowledgment of
Meritas firm or client correspondence within 24 hours.

“Businesses trust the Meritas alliance of law firms for top-tier quality, convenience,
consistency and value,” said Tanna Moore, president and CEO of Meritas. “O’Neil, Cannon,
Hollman, DeJong and Laing S.C. has demonstrated its commitment to world-class client
service, and therefore has successfully earned its recertification in Meritas.”

OCHDL ATTORNEYS ARGUE THREE CASES
BEFORE WISCONSIN SUPREME COURT

Attorneys from O’Neil Cannon argued three cases before the Wisconsin Supreme Court this
Fall term.

On September 7, 2018, Dean Laing argued the case of Koss Corporation v. Park Bank, Appeal
No. 2016AP636, which involves the issue of a bank’s liability under the Uniform Fiduciaries
Act.

On November 7, 2018, Mr. Laing argued the case of J. Steven Tikalsky v. Terry Stevens,
Appeal No. 2017AP170, which involves the issue of the circumstances under which a
constructive trust can be imposed against an innocent party.

A law firm having three arguments before the Wisconsin Supreme Court in a two-month
period is a rare feat. O’Neil Cannon is appreciative of the opportunity.

O’NEIL CANNON RANKED IN 2019 “BEST LAW
FIRMS”

O’Neil Cannon has been ranked in the 2019 U.S. News – Best Lawyers® “Best Law Firms” list
in 15 practice areas.
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Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization Law
Commercial Litigation
Construction Law
Corporate Law
Family Law
Litigation – Bankruptcy
Litigation – Labor and Employment
Mergers and Acquisitions Law
Municipal Law
Personal Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs
Product Liability Litigation – Defendants
Real Estate Law
Securities / Capital Markets Law
Tax Law
Trusts and Estates Law

Firms included in the 2019 “Best Law Firms” list are recognized for professional excellence
with persistently impressive ratings from clients and peers. Achieving a tiered ranking signals
a unique combination of quality law practice and breadth of legal expertise.

THE WILAW QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

Newsletter Article Highlights:
Family Secures Large Settlement in Contentious Inheritance Dispute
OCHDL Proudly Sponsors Annual Archbishop’s CRS Reception
Six Questions Every Family Business Owner Should Be Asking
Wage and Hour Liability–The Hidden Danger in Asset Acquisitions
How to Make Spendthrift Trusts Work for You

Pleased to Announce:
OCHDL Welcomes New Attorney Jessica K. Haskell
Dean P. Laing Named 2019 Best Lawyers “Lawyer of the Year®” for Product Liability
Litigation
Congratulations to Our 20 Attorneys Listed in The Best Lawyers in America® 2019

Click the image below to read more.
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OCHDL PROUDLY SPONSORS ANNUAL
MILWAUKEE ARCHBISHOP’S CRS RECEPTION

Earlier this month, for the third consecutive year, O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong and Laing
S.C. proudly sponsored the Catholic Relief Services (CRS) reception at the Wisconsin Club,
downtown Milwaukee. Attendance was the highest it has been in years, making the event
one of the most successful that CRS has ever held in Milwaukee.

Catholic Relief Services is one of the largest international aid organizations in the world. It
is also one of the most efficient and effective, with 97% of its expenditures going directly to
programs that benefit individuals overseas. CRS works to alleviate suffering and provide
assistance to more than 100 million people in need who live in some of the most
impoverished places in over 100 countries.

O’Neil Cannon is honored to have been a part of such a meaningful event.
Read more about CRS >>

DEAN P. LAING NAMED 2019 BEST LAWYERS
“LAWYER OF THE YEAR®”

O’Neil Cannon is pleased to announce that Attorney Dean Laing was recently selected as the
2019 “Lawyer of the Year” for Product Liability Litigation–Defendants in the Milwaukee area.
This is the third time that Best Lawyers has recognized Dean as the “Lawyer of the Year.” In
2016 he was selected for the honor in Product Liability Litigation–Defendants, and in 2012 he
was selected for the honor in Personal Injury Litigation. Dean is believed to be the only
attorney in Wisconsin to receive “Lawyer of the Year” as both a plaintiff’s attorney and a
defense attorney.

Only a single lawyer in each practice area and designated metropolitan area is honored as
the “Lawyer of the Year,” making this accolade particularly significant. These lawyers are
selected based on particularly impressive voting averages received during the peer-review
assessments.

Receiving this designation reflects the high level of respect a lawyer has earned among other
leading lawyers in the same communities and the same practice areas for their abilities, their
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professionalism, and their integrity.

In addition to the Lawyer of the Year award, Attorney Laing was also listed in the 2019 Edition
of The Best Lawyers in America in three categories: Commercial Litigation, Personal Injury
Litigation–Plaintiffs, and Product Liability Litigation–Defendants.

Since the list was first published in 1983, Best Lawyers has become universally regarded as
the definitive guide to legal excellence.

OCHDL IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT
ATTORNEY JESSICA K. HASKELL HAS JOINED
THE FIRM

Attorney Jessica K. Haskell, a graduate of the University of Wisconsin Law School, has joined
the Milwaukee law firm O’Neil Cannon Jessica will join the firm’s Banking and Creditors’
Rights Practice Group. Jessica comes to us after clerking for the Honorable G. Michael
Halfenger of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Wisconsin. Her experience
is a welcomed addition to the firm’s  Banking and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group, which
provides legal services for court-appointed receivers, secured and unsecured creditors,
financial institutions, and corporations in a wide range of state and federal court matters. We
are very pleased to have Jessica join OCHDL.

O’Neil Cannon, founded in Milwaukee in 1973, is a full-service legal practice that primarily
focuses on providing business law and civil litigation services to closely-held businesses and
their owners. The firm represents corporations, institutions, and partnerships at all stages of
the business life cycle, helping them start, grow and transition from one generation to the
next. We also assist business owners with their personal legal needs including tax and estate
planning, family law and litigation—including personal injury litigation.

20 OCHDL ATTORNEYS NAMED 2019 BEST
LAWYERS IN AMERICA

O’Neil Cannon is pleased to announce that 20 lawyers have been named to the 2019 Edition
of Best Lawyers, the oldest and most respected peer-review publication in the legal
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profession.

Best Lawyers has published their list for over three decades, earning the respect of the
profession, the media, and the public as the most reliable, unbiased source of legal referrals.
Its first international list was published in 2006 and since then has grown to provide lists in
over 75 countries.

“For more than a third of the century,” says CEO Steven Naifeh, “Best Lawyers has been the
gold standard of excellence in the legal profession.” President Phil Greer adds, “We are
extremely proud of that record and equally proud to acknowledge the accomplishments of
these exceptional legal professionals.”

Lawyers on The Best Lawyers in America list are divided by geographic region and practice
areas. They are reviewed by their peers on the basis of professional expertise, and undergo
an authentication process to make sure they are in current practice and in good standing.

O’Neil Cannon would like to congratulate the following attorneys named to the 2019 Best
Lawyers in America list:

Douglas P. Dehler – Litigation – Insurance
James G. DeJong – Mergers and Acquisitions Law, Corporate Law, Securities / Capital
Markets Law
Seth E. Dizard – Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law, Litigation – Bankruptcy
Peter J. Faust – Mergers and Acquisitions Law, Corporate Law
Robert R. Gagan – Municipal Law
John G. Gehringer – Real Estate Law, Construction Law, Commercial Litigation,
Corporate Law
Joseph E. Gumina – Litigation – Labor and Employment
Dennis W. Hollman – Trusts and Estates, Corporate Law
Grant C. Killoran – Litigation – Health Care
Dean P. Laing – Commercial Litigation, Personal Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs, Product
Liability Litigation – Defendants
Gregory W. Lyons – Commercial Litigation, Litigation – Insurance
Gregory S Mager – Family Law
Patrick G. McBride – Commercial Litigation
Thomas A. Merkle – Family Law
Chad J. Richter – Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships)
Steven J. Slawinski – Construction Law
John Schreiber – Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization
Law, Litigation – Bankruptcy

Additionally, Attorney Dean P. Laing has been named the 2019 Milwaukee Lawyer of the Year
in Product Liability Litigation–Defendants.



Since it was first published in 1983, Best Lawyers has become universally regarded as the
definitive guide to legal excellence. Best Lawyers is based on an exhaustive peer-review
survey. Over 54,000 leading attorneys cast more than 7.3 million votes on the legal abilities
of other lawyers in their practice areas. Lawyers are not required or allowed to pay a fee to
be listed; therefore inclusion in Best Lawyers is considered a singular honor. Corporate
Counsel magazine has called Best Lawyers “the most respected referral list of attorneys in
practice.”

SIX QUESTIONS EVERY FAMILY BUSINESS
OWNER SHOULD BE ASKING

If you own a family business, you should be thinking about your succession plan, whether you
plan to sell the business to fund your own retirement or pass it on to your descendants or
other key employees. To get you started, below are six questions to ask yourself. We answer
each in our book, The Art, Science and Law of Business Succession Planning.

1. Am I prepared to consider transferring ownership of my business during my lifetime? If you
ever plan to retire—if you don’t intend to die at your desk —you should already be thinking
about this. Will you retain ownership in the business, draw retirement or hand it over
completely?

2. Am I prepared to consider transferring control of my business during my lifetime?
Ownership and control are different things. Do you have mechanisms in place so the business
can run effectively in your absence?

3. Have I made sure that the transition of my business will be orderly? If the answer is
currently “no,” expect chaos during the transition, unless you make a plan.

4. Is there a logical successor to me in the management of the business? Who among your
family members or employees has the qualifications to lead the business when you leave it?
If no one comes to mind, whom could you groom to take over?

5. Are my key employees comfortable with my plans for business continuation, and will they
stay with my firm rather than seeking more secure employment? If you don’t want your best
employees working for your competitors—or becoming your competitors—down the road, you
need to take appropriate steps to answer this question in the affirmative.

6. Is my estate sufficiently diversified so that children who are not active in the business may
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be treated fairly alongside those receiving an interest in the business? Not all your children
will want a role in your company, but you want all of them to benefit from your wealth. How
will you structure your estate to accomplish this goal?

Click here to get a free copy of The Art, Science and Law of Business Succession
Planning mailed to you. You can also buy a copy of our book on Amazon, both in print and
through the Kindle e-book service.
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