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NEW FCC RULING AFFECTS APPLICATION
PROCESS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES

In an effort to “promote the deployment of broadband and other wireless services by
reducing delays in the construction and improvement of wireless networks,” the Federal
Communications Commission recently issued a ruling that affects the way in which state and
local governments review applications to construct wireless communication facilities, such as
cell phone towers and other similar structures.

Significantly, under the new ruling, a state or local government may not deny an application
for a wireless communication facility solely because one or more cell phone carriers already
serve a given geographic market. Moreover, state and local governments now have a
specified time period to process an application, depending on the type of structure proposed.
Failure by the government to comply with these strict time periods constitutes a “failure to
act” and entitles the wireless applicant to commence a lawsuit, which will be heard and
decided on an expedited basis. However, this lawsuit must be filed within 30 days of the
government’s failure to act.

Prior to the ruling, state and local governments had to process an application “within a
reasonable period of time.” Not surprisingly, this inexact period of time led to numerous
lengthy delays in the application process, frustrating many wireless service providers
throughout the country.

With the new ruling in place, it is important for wireless service providers and state and local
governments to understand their rights and obligations in the wireless application process.
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