18 O'NEIL CANNON LAWYERS SELECTED AS
2026 BEST LAWYERS; ANOTHER 5 NAMED BEST
LAWYERS: ONES TO WATCH

We are pleased to announce 18 of our lawyers have been included in the 2026 Edition of The
Best Lawyers in America, and an additional five have been selected as 2026 Best Lawyers:
Ones to Watch.

The following are the O’Neil Cannon lawyers named to the 2026
lists:

Best Lawyers in America

* Doug Dehler - Litigation - Insurance

* Jim DeJong - Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law, and Securities / Capital
Markets Law

e Seth Dizard - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

 Pete Faust - Corporate Law and Mergers and Acquisitions Law

* John Gehringer - Commercial Litigation, Construction Law, Corporate Law, and Real
Estate Law

 Joseph Gumina - Employment Law - Management and Litigation - Labor and
Employment

» Dennis Hollman - Corporate Law and Trusts and Estates

e Grant Killoran - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Health Care

* |B Koenings - Corporate Law

» Dean Laing - Commercial Litigation, Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs, and Product
Liability Litigation - Defendants

e Greg Lyons - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Insurance

* Patrick McBride - Commercial Litigation

* Joe Newbold - Commercial Litigation, Litigation - Real Estate, and Personal Injury
Litigation - Plaintiffs

e Chad Richter - Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships) and Corporate
Law

e John Schreiber - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

 Jason Scoby - Banking and Finance Law, Business Organizations (including LLCs and
Partnerships), and Corporate Law

 Steve Slawinski - Construction Law

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch

e Maura Falk - Trusts and Estates
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e Trevor Lippman - Litigation - Trusts and Estates
 Kelly Spott - Trusts and Estate
* Christa Wittenberg - Commercial Litigation

About Best Lawyers

Best Lawyers has published its list for over three decades, earning the respect of the
profession, the media, and the public as the most reliable, unbiased source of legal referrals.

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch recognizes associates and other lawyers who are earlier in their
careers for their outstanding professional excellence in private practice in the United States.

Lawyers on The Best Lawyers in America and Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch lists are divided
by geographic region and practice areas. They are reviewed by their peers on the basis of
professional expertise, and they undergo an authentication process to make sure they are in
current practice and in good standing.

20 O’'NEIL CANNON LAWYERS SELECTED AS
2025 BEST LAWYERS; ANOTHER 5 NAMED BEST
LAWYERS: ONES TO WATCH

We are pleased to announce 20 of our lawyers have been included in the 2025 Edition of The
Best Lawyers in America, and an additional five have been selected as 2025 Best Lawyers:
Ones to Watch.

The following are the O’Neil Cannon lawyers named to the 2025 lists:

Best Lawyers in America

* Doug Dehler - Litigation - Insurance

* Jim DeJong - Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law, and Securities / Capital
Markets Law

 Seth Dizard - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

 Pete Faust - Corporate Law and Mergers and Acquisitions Law

 John Gehringer - Commercial Litigation, Construction Law, Corporate Law, and Real
Estate Law

* Joseph Gumina - Employment Law - Management and Litigation - Labor and
Employment

e Dennis Hollman - Corporate Law and Trusts and Estates
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e Grant Killoran - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Health Care

* |B Koenings - Corporate Law

» Dean Laing - Commercial Litigation, Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs, and Product
Liability Litigation - Defendants

e Greg Lyons - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Insurance

* Patrick McBride - Commercial Litigation

» Joe Newbold - Commercial Litigation, Litigation - Real Estate, and Personal Injury
Litigation - Plaintiffs

e Chad Richter - Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships) and Corporate
Law

e John Schreiber - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

 Jason Scoby - Banking and Finance Law, Business Organizations (including LLCs and
Partnerships), and Corporate Law

e Steve Slawinski - Construction Law

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch

e Emily Behn - Commercial Litigation

e Trevor Lippman - Litigation - Trusts and Estates

e Erica Reib - Labor and Employment Law - Management and Litigation - Labor and
Employment

» Kelly Spott - Trusts and Estates

e Christa Wittenberg - Commercial Litigation

About Best Lawyers

Best Lawyers has published their list for over three decades, earning the respect of the
profession, the media, and the public as the most reliable, unbiased source of legal referrals.

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch recognizes associates and other lawyers who are earlier in their
careers for their outstanding professional excellence in private practice in the United States.

Lawyers on The Best Lawyers in America and Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch lists are divided
by geographic region and practice areas. They are reviewed by their peers on the basis of
professional expertise, and they undergo an authentication process to make sure they are in
current practice and in good standing.

19 O'NEIL CANNON LAWYERS SELECTED AS
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2024 BEST LAWYERS; ANOTHER 4 NAMED BEST
LAWYERS: ONES TO WATCH

We are pleased to announce 19 of our lawyers have been included in the 2024 Edition of The
Best Lawyers in America, and an additional four have been selected as 2024 Best Lawyers:
Ones to Watch.

The following are the O’Neil Cannon lawyers named to the 2024 lists:

Best Lawyers in America

* Douglas P. Dehler - Litigation - Insurance

* James G. Dejong - Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law, and Securities /
Capital Markets Law

e Seth E. Dizard - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

» Peter ). Faust - Corporate Law and Mergers and Acquisitions Law

e John G. Gehringer - Commercial Litigation, Construction Law, Corporate Law, and Real
Estate Law

 Joseph E. Gumina - Employment Law - Management and Litigation - Labor and
Employment

* Dennis W. Hollman - Corporate Law and Trusts and Estates
e Grant C. Killoran - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Health Care
* |B Koenings - Corporate Law

e Dean P. Laing - Commercial Litigation, Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs, and Product
Liability Litigation - Defendants

e Gregory W. Lyons - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Insurance
 Patrick G. McBride - Commercial Litigation
* Joseph D. Newbold - Commercial Litigation

e Chad ). Richter - Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships) and
Corporate Law

* John R. Schreiber - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and
Reorganization Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

* Jason R. Scoby - Corporate Law
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 Steven J. Slawinski - Construction Law
Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch

e Trevor C. Lippman - Litigation - Trusts and Estates

 Erica N. Reib - Labor and Employment Law - Management and Litigation - Labor and
Employment

 Kelly M. Spott - Trusts and Estates

 Christa D. Wittenberg - Commercial Litigation

About Best Lawyers

Best Lawyers has published their list for over three decades, earning the respect of the
profession, the media, and the public as the most reliable, unbiased source of legal referrals.

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch recognizes associates and other lawyers who are earlier in their
careers for their outstanding professional excellence in private practice in the United States.

Lawyers on The Best Lawyers in America and Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch lists are divided
by geographic region and practice areas. They are reviewed by their peers on the basis of
professional expertise, and they undergo an authentication process to make sure they are in
current practice and in good standing.

CHAMBERS AND PARTNERS RECOGNIZES FAUST
AND O’NEIL CANNON FOR M&A EXCELLENCE

Attorney Pete Faust and O’Neil Cannon’s mergers and acquisitions team have been named by
Chambers and Partners as among Wisconsin’s best deal lawyers.

O’Neil Cannon is one of only seven Wisconsin law firms ranked by Chambers in the mergers
and acquisition/general corporate category.

Faust, the firm’s president and managing shareholder, is one of 23 Wisconsin lawyers
individually honored by Chambers in the same category.

In addition to Faust, O’'Neil Cannon’s mergers and acquisitions team includes |B Koenings,
Britany Morrison, Chad Richter, Jason Scoby, James DeJong, Dennis Hollman, Nicholas
Chmurski, Michael Kennedy, Samuel Nelson, and Nancy Wilson.
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Chambers is a London-based research firm that ranks the top lawyers and law firms in 185
countries. More than 200 Chambers researchers interview thousands of lawyers and clients
as part of an in-depth analysis of the leading lawyers and law firms.

19 OCHDL LAWYERS SELECTED AS 2023 BEST
LAWYERS®; ANOTHER 4 NAMED BEST
LAWYERS: ONES TO WATCH

We are pleased to announce 19 of our lawyers have been included in the 2023 Edition of The
Best Lawyers in America, and an additional four have been selected as 2023 Best Lawyers:
Ones to Watch.

The following are the O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong and Laing lawyers named to the 2023
lists:

Best Lawyers in America

e Douglas P. Dehler - Litigation - Insurance

* James G. DeJong - Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law, and Securities /
Capital Markets Law

 Seth E. Dizard - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

e Peter J. Faust - Corporate Law and Mergers and Acquisitions Law

 John G. Gehringer - Commercial Litigation, Construction Law, Corporate Law, and Real
Estate Law

* Joseph E. Gumina - Employment Law - Management and Litigation - Labor and
Employment

* Dennis W. Hollman - Corporate Law and Trusts and Estates
e Grant C. Killoran - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Health Care
* |B Koenings - Corporate Law

e Dean P. Laing - Commercial Litigation, Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs, and Product
Liability Litigation - Defendants

e Gregory W. Lyons - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Insurance
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* Patrick G. McBride - Commercial Litigation
* Joseph D. Newbold - Commercial Litigation

e Chad J. Richter - Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships) and
Corporate Law

* John R. Schreiber - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and
Reorganization Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

* Jason R. Scoby - Corporate Law

» Steven J. Slawinski - Construction Law

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch

e Trevor C. Lippman - Litigation - Trusts and Estates

 Erica N. Reib - Labor and Employment Law - Management and Litigation - Labor and
Employment

 Kelly M. Spott - Trusts and Estates

* Christa D. Wittenberg - Commercial Litigation

About Best Lawyers

Best Lawyers has published their list for over three decades, earning the respect of the
profession, the media, and the public as the most reliable, unbiased source of legal referrals.

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch recognizes associates and other lawyers who are earlier in their
careers for their outstanding professional excellence in private practice in the United States.

Lawyers on The Best Lawyers in America and Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch lists are divided
by geographic region and practice areas. They are reviewed by their peers on the basis of
professional expertise, and they undergo an authentication process to make sure they are in
current practice and in good standing.

19 OCHDL LAWYERS SELECTED AS 2022 BEST
LAWYERS®; ANOTHER 5 NAMED BEST
LAWYERS: ONES TO WATCH

We are pleased to announce 19 of our lawyers have been included in the 2022 Edition of The
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Best Lawyers in America, and an additional five have been selected as 2022 Best Lawyers:
Ones to Watch.

The following are the O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong and Laing lawyers named to the 2022
lists:

Best Lawyers in America

e Douglas P. Dehler - Litigation - Insurance

» James G. DeJong - Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law, and Securities /
Capital Markets Law

e Seth E. Dizard - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

e Peter J. Faust - Corporate Law and Mergers and Acquisitions Law

 John G. Gehringer - Commercial Litigation, Construction Law, Corporate Law, and Real
Estate Law

e Joseph E. Gumina - Employment Law - Management and Litigation - Labor and
Employment

e Dennis W. Hollman - Corporate Law and Trusts and Estates
e Grant C. Killoran - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Health Care
* |B Koenings - Corporate Law

e Dean P. Laing - Commercial Litigation, Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs, and Product
Liability Litigation - Defendants

e Gregory W. Lyons - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Insurance
e Patrick G. McBride - Commercial Litigation
» Joseph D. Newbold - Commercial Litigation

e Chad J. Richter - Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships) and
Corporate Law

* John R. Schreiber - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and
Reorganization Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

e Jason R. Scoby - Corporate Law

 Steven J. Slawinski - Construction Law
Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch

e Trevor C. Lippman - Litigation - Trusts and Estates



 Erica N. Reib - Labor and Employment Law - Management and Litigation - Labor and
Employment

e Kelly M. Spott - Trusts and Estates

e Christa D. Wittenberg - Commercial Litigation

About Best Lawyers

Best Lawyers has published their list for over three decades, earning the respect of the
profession, the media, and the public as the most reliable, unbiased source of legal referrals.

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch recognizes associates and other lawyers who are earlier in their
careers for their outstanding professional excellence in private practice in the United States.

Lawyers on The Best Lawyers in America and Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch lists are divided
by geographic region and practice areas. They are reviewed by their peers on the basis of
professional expertise, and they undergo an authentication process to make sure they are in
current practice and in good standing.

20 OCHDL LAWYERS SELECTED AS 2021 BEST
LAWYERS®; ANOTHER 5 NAMED BEST
LAWYERS: ONES TO WATCH

We are pleased to announce 20 of our lawyers have been included in the 2021 Edition of The
Best Lawyers in America, and an additional five have been selected as 2021 Best Lawyers:
Ones to Watch.

The following are the O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong and Laing lawyers named to the
2021 lists:

Best Lawyers in America

e Douglas P. Dehler - Litigation - Insurance

e James G. DeJong - Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law, and Securities /
Capital Markets Law

e Seth E. Dizard - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

e Peter J. Faust - Corporate Law and Mergers and Acquisitions Law
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 John G. Gehringer - Commercial Litigation, Construction Law, Corporate Law, and Real
Estate Law

* Joseph E. Gumina - Employment Law - Management and Litigation - Labor and
Employment

e Dennis W. Hollman - Corporate Law and Trusts and Estates
e Grant C. Killoran - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Health Care
* |B Koenings - Corporate Law

e Dean P. Laing - Commercial Litigation, Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs, and Product
Liability Litigation - Defendants

e Gregory W. Lyons - Commercial Litigation and Litigation - Insurance
e Patrick G. McBride - Commercial Litigation

e Thomas A. Merkle - Family Law

* Joseph D. Newbold - Commercial Litigation

e Chad J. Richter - Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships) and
Corporate Law

* John R. Schreiber - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and
Reorganization Law and Litigation - Bankruptcy

e Jason R. Scoby - Corporate Law

» Steven J. Slawinski - Construction Law

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch

* Kelly M. Spott - Trusts and Estates
e Trevor C. Lippman - Litigation - Trusts and Estates

e Erica N. Reib - Labor and Employment Law - Management and Litigation - Labor and
Employment

e Christa D. Wittenberg - Commercial Litigation

About Best Lawyers

Best Lawyers has published their list for over three decades, earning the respect of the
profession, the media, and the public as the most reliable, unbiased source of legal referrals.

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch recognizes associates and other lawyers who are earlier in their
careers for their outstanding professional excellence in private practice in the United States.



Lawyers on The Best Lawyers in America and Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch lists are divided
by geographic region and practice areas. They are reviewed by their peers on the basis of
professional expertise, and they undergo an authentication process to make sure they are in
current practice and in good standing.

TAX AND WEALTH ADVISOR ALERT: PLANNING
FOR SUCCESSION WITH A BUSINESS
SUCCESSION PLAN (PART 1I)

(Part 1) Objectives of the Succession Plan

In our last article we discussed why a well-constructed succession plan is necessary. In this
article, we review the essential objectives the plan needs to address.

The objectives of succession planning and the methods used to accomplish these objectives
are varied, but include the following:

1. MAXIMIZE THE VALUE OF THE BUSINESS. During the owner’s tenure at the
company, the owner must develop a strong management team involving those family
members who are active in the business as well as key employees. This will maximize
value and help ensure that upon his or her retirement or demise, the passage of the
business to the next generation will be smooth and successful.

2. MINIMIZE TAXATION AND EXPENSES. The succession plan should attempt to
minimize the amount of income and estate taxes in connection with the transfer of the
company ownership to the next generation during the owner’s life or upon death. A few
items in 2020 to consider in connection with accomplishing this objective are: (a) the
use of annualized gifts of up to $15,000 per person, or using lifetime gift exclusion of
$11,580,000 per person, (b) the full utilization by both the owner and spouse of each of
their Unified Credit of $11,580,000 upon their death, (c) planning for the step up in
basis of the business interest upon the death of the owner or his or her spouse, (d)
establishing estate planning documents that allow for the transfer of ownership of
assets without the costs and delays inherent in probate proceedings, and (e) the use of
life insurance to act as a funding vehicle to fulfill some or all of the estate tax liquidity
needs of the owner so that the business will not be faced with the dilemma of a transfer
at death to the next generation accompanied by an estate tax bill that could cause
serious financial problems to the business or the next generation of owners.

3. TREAT THE CHILDREN EQUITABLY AND PRESERVE FAMILY HARMONY. Most
family business owners want their children who are active in the business to end up
with full or at least controlling ownership of the business. This objective can be
accomplished while still treating those children who are not active in the business in an
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equitable fashion by arranging for them to receive non-business assets, life insurance,
or minority or non-voting interests in the business coupled with some buy-out
arrangement in a fair and equitable Buy-Sell Agreement.

It is important to involve children and other affected parties in the planning process so that
they understand the owner’s overall objectives, including how equitable treatment is being
achieved. Often, the owner and the owner’s spouse will be involved in the initial process and
planning, and after a summary of the initial plan reflecting the desires of the owner is agreed
upon, the children, both active and inactive, and possibly key employees, are brought into
the planning process.

As a result of this process, the owner will clearly establish his or her plan as to who will
succeed to ownership and control of the business, when ownership and control will transfer,
and how it will be accomplished. By early planning, the owner will have many more options
available so that the owner’s desires for both the welfare of the business as well as of his or
her family can best be achieved.

TAX AND WEALTH ADVISOR ALERT: PLANNING
FOR SUCCESS WITH A BUSINESS SUCCESSION
PLAN (PART I)

Many closely held businesses involve family members. The owner of such a business may
wish to sell the business to some third party on or prior to death, or, more likely, may desire
to transfer the business to the owner’s children. Although some business owners may believe
little or no planning is required for this type of transaction to take place, the opposite is true.
To successfully transfer a family business to the next generation, the owner should
commence planning for succession as soon as the owner has a good indication of which
family members may be interested in succeeding to the ownership of the business, and more
importantly, which of them will best be able to lead the business into the future.

In order for a transition to proceed as the owner desires, an effective business succession
plan must be in place. When commencing the planning, the business owner should
remember four key factors:

1. Succession planning is a process, not an event. Accordingly, the plan should be
reviewed as time passes to see if changes to the plan are necessary.

2. Communicating with family members and key employees regarding the plan and
involving them in the succession plan may help foster the future good and unity of both
the family and the business.
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3. While estate tax planning issues must be kept in mind when considering a succession
plan, the plan must first fulfill the needs of the owner and the family, as well as those of
the business.

4. The retirement income needs of the owner must also be reviewed and considered in
determining the proper structure for the succession plan.

In developing a succession plan for the owner and the business, the owner should work with
an experienced planner. Together, they will have much “homework” to do, including
reviewing a wide variety of information, starting with the historical and proforma financial
statements of the business and the personal financial statements of the owner. In addition, a
number of legal documents, including existing wills, trust agreements, buy/sell agreements,
employment contracts, leases, corporate documents, partnership or limited liability company
agreements, and any pre-nuptial agreements, must be reviewed. Further, they should
consider information regarding the business’s capital structure, debt and cash flow, the
owner’s present retirement income needs, the owner’s desires as to when and to whom the
business should be transferred, and what other assets are available for family members not
active in the business.

All of this information is important in determining the “right” succession plan for the owner
and the business. Once these and other pertinent facts are analyzed by the owner and the
planner, they must then take all of these pieces and combine them to create a customized
succession plan or “picture” of what the owner would like to see occur in the future upon the
transition of the family business to future generations.

EIGHTEEN OCHDL ATTORNEYS NAMED 2020
BEST LAWYERS IN AMERICA®

O’Neil Cannon is pleased to announce that eighteen lawyers have been named to the 2020
Edition of Best Lawyers, the oldest and most respected peer-review publication in the legal
profession.

Best Lawyers has published their list for over three decades, earning the respect of the
profession, the media, and the public as the most reliable, unbiased source of legal referrals.
Its first international list was published in 2006 and since then has grown to provide lists in
over 75 countries.

“For more than a third of the century,” says CEO Steven Naifeh, “Best Lawyers has been the
gold standard of excellence in the legal profession.” President Phil Greer adds, “We are
extremely proud of that record and equally proud to acknowledge the accomplishments of
these exceptional legal professionals.”
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Lawyers on The Best Lawyers in America list are divided by geographic region and practice
areas. They are reviewed by their peers on the basis of professional expertise, and undergo
an authentication process to make sure they are in current practice and in good standing.

We would like to congratulate the following attorneys named to the 2020 Best Lawyers in
America list:

* Douglas P. Dehler - Litigation - Insurance

* James G. DeJong - Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law, Securities / Capital
Markets Law

e Seth E. Dizard - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law, Litigation Bankruptcy

e Peter ). Faust - Corporate Law, Mergers and Acquisitions Law

 John G. Gehringer - Commercial Litigation, Construction Law, Corporate Law, Real
Estate Law

e Joseph E. Gumina - Litigation - Labor and Employment

e Dennis W. Hollman - Corporate Law, Trusts and Estates

e Grant C. Killoran - Litigation - Health Care

e Dean P. Laing - Commercial Litigation, Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs, Product
Liability Litigation - Defendants

e Gregory W. Lyons - Commercial Litigation, Litigation - Insurance

* Patrick G. McBride - Commercial Litigation

e Thomas A. Merkle - Family Law

e Chad J. Richter - Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships)

* John Schreiber - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization
Law, Litigation - Bankruptcy

 Steven J. Slawinski - Construction Law

Since it was first published in 1983, Best Lawyers has become universally regarded as the
definitive guide to legal excellence. Best Lawyers is based on an exhaustive peer-review
survey. Over 54,000 leading attorneys cast more than 7.3 million votes on the legal abilities
of other lawyers in their practice areas. Lawyers are not required or allowed to pay a fee to
be listed; therefore inclusion in Best Lawyers is considered a singular honor. Corporate
Counsel magazine has called Best Lawyers “the most respected referral list of attorneys in
practice.”



