
TAX AND WEALTH ADVISOR ALERT: SELECTING
A FIDUCIARY – ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT
DECISIONS IN AN ESTATE PLAN

When creating an estate plan, one of the most critical decisions you will make is selecting a
personal representative and trustee, also known as “fiduciaries.” A fiduciary is a person or
institution entrusted with the responsibility of managing assets and carrying out the terms of
your estate plan.  Choosing the right fiduciary is essential, as they will play a significant role
in ensuring your assets are managed and distributed according to your wishes. This blog post
explores the various options available for selecting a personal representative and trustee in
your estate plan.

Family Member

Many people choose a family member to act as their personal representative and trustee.
This option has several advantages, including the fact that a family member is likely to have
a personal connection to you and your family, and they may be better able to understand
your wishes.  However, it is important to consider the potential drawbacks of selecting a
family member as your fiduciary. Family members may lack the necessary expertise to
manage complex assets or make difficult decisions, and they may also be emotionally
invested in the outcome of the estate plan, which can lead to conflicts of interest.

Corporate Fiduciary

Another option is to select a corporate fiduciary as your personal representative and trustee.
Corporate fiduciaries have experience managing assets and carrying out the terms of estate
plans, which can be an advantage in complex situations.  Additionally, corporate fiduciaries
have the resources to handle complex financial matters and the ability to remain impartial
when carrying out your wishes. However, a corporate fiduciary may have limited knowledge
of your personal wishes, the needs of your family, and may lack a personal relationship with
your family.

Lawyers or Accountants

A lawyer can also act as your personal representative and trustee in your estate plan.
Lawyers have a deep understanding of the legal and financial aspects of estate planning and
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can provide valuable guidance and support throughout the process.  Furthermore, lawyers
are trained to remain impartial and objective, ensuring that your wishes are carried out
according to your intentions. However, a lawyer may have limited knowledge of your
personal wishes or the needs of your family, and may lack a personal relationship with your
family.  An accountant can also act as your personal representative and trustee in your
estate plan. Accountants have experience in managing financial matters, preparing tax
returns, and financial record keeping, and can provide valuable guidance and support in
estate planning matters.

Selecting a personal representative or trustee is one of the most important decisions you can
make in your estate plan.  It is important to consider all options so that you select the best
fiduciary to carry out your wishes in your estate plan.


